Whales stranded by CMFRI, Kochi
physical, mathematical and bio-
logical sciences. Besides the fun-
damental research in the area, 
the Conservation of resources 
and management of fishing in-
dustry require timely informa-
tion on various parameters. Be-
sides the data gathered by the 
research organizations, industry 
and governmental agencies in-
volved in commercial and explo-
ratory fishing also collect valu-
able • informations which are 
necesfeary to be communi-
cated^ to research establish-
ments so that the planners 
and the industry would re-
• 
Collaborative Programme on 
Squid Jigging 
A programme for squid jig-
ging jointly sponsored by the 
Centr&l Institute of Fisheries 
Nautipal and Engineering Train-
ing, Fjishery Survey of India and 
CMFRJI is in operation from 
June 1988. The programme 
aims at studying the resource 
potential, conducting feasibility 
studies and training personnel 
at vafious levels in the art of 
squid? jigging and post-harvest 
handling & processing on board. 
Captain E. Haruta of Japan is 
serving as expert consultant to 
this programme. 
Squid jigging is carried out 
during night hours when squids 
attracted by powerful lights on 
board; congregate in the i l lumi-
nated zone around the vessel 
and are caught in the jigs at-
tached to lines from the jigging 
units. f Jigs are simple lures with 
a coloured body of synthetic 
material such as bakelite set 
ceive the timely feedback. In 
this context, the relevance of a 
centralized agency for collecting, 
processing and disseminating 
such valuable information need 
not be emphasized. The National 
Marine Living Resources Data 
Centre established at this In-
stitute on the advice of Planning 
Commission is, therefore, in the 
process of developing a compu-
terized information system for 
the benefit of all concerned. 
The computer facility available 
with the institute would be 
geared to this purpose shortly. 
with two or three rows of sharp-
ly pointed hooks in crown-like 
clusters. Matsya Sugandhi, a 
combination vessel rigged for 
both squid jigging and long lin-
ing is used for carrying out the 
survey. The vessel undertakes 
two cruises of 10-12 days each 
in a month. Scientists of CMFRI 
associated with the research 
project on survey and assess-
ment of cephalopod resources in 
the EEZ are active participants 
in the programme. Shri M. M. 
Meiyappan, Scientist in the Mol-
luscan Division serves as coord> 
nator of the programme at the 
Institute level. 
Surveys carried out under this 
programme in Quilon and Viz-
hinjam coasts have indicated the 
dominance of the Indian squid 
Loligo duvauceli followed by 
Doryteuthis sobogae. It is hop-
ed that squid jigging, being a 
species-aimed fishery, wi l l provi-
de necessary data for the assess-
ment of the resources in our 
waters. 
Whales Stranded 
Stranding of five whales were 
reported f rom different centres 
of CMFRI. One Sei whale Bala-
enoptera borealis Lesson was 
brought ashore at Tuticorin in 
May. The total length of the 
whale was 750cm. Three baleen 
whales measuring 900, 1800 and 
2300 cm in length were strand-
ed at Bombay and Gujarat. The 
species identification could not 
be established due to highly put-
rified condition of the speci-
mens. One fin whale Balaenop-
tera physalis (Linnaeus) was 
entangled in a trawl net at a de-
pth of 40m at Pudumanikuppam 
near Madras in June. It was a 
young baby female whale mea-
suring 470 cm estimated to be 
one-year old. 
Stray catches of whale shark 
Rhincodon typus were report-
ed from Veraval during Apri l . 
Catch of Octopus sp and a 
male hump dolphin Sousa chi-
tiensis were reported from Ve-
raval. Landing of a dolphin mea-
suring 172 cm and weighing 95 
kg was reported from Ghokala 
landing centre near Veraval. 
Workshop on Marine Fisheries 
Research and Development 
A two-day workshop on R & D 
in marine fisheries was held at 
Bombay from 25 May to discuss 
the current issues in fisheries re-
search and development at Ma-
harashtra. This workshop was 
organised as suggested by 
CMFRI based on its appraisal of 
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